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19.  Key question - 
should we use drugs to 
treat drug addiction? 

Reading: Brain (2015) 
pp.196-198. Make a set 
of Cornell notes covering 
this topic. Bring them to 
class on the due date 
below. 

BIG question: how 
should we treat drug 
addiction? 
 
Explanation: addiction - 
nature, mechanisms, 
debate about treatments 
(overview). 
 
Assign students to ‘for’ 
and ‘against’ positions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Individually, develop an 
argument for specified 
side of debate (yes we 
should use drugs to treat 
vs. no we should not. 
 
Combine into teams.  
Develop the strongest 
case they can for their 
side.   
 
Debate the issue in small 
groups.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Create a summary of the 
arguments on each side.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete summary for 
HL if necessary.  Flag 
that they will need it for 
next lesson. 
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 BIG question: how 
should we treat drug 
addiction?   
 
 
 
 
 
Introduce the idea of 
writing a ‘Key Questions’ 
essay.  
 
Need to show (1) 
knowledge and 
understanding of a ‘key 
question...for society’; (2) 
knowledge and 
understanding of relevant 
subject knowledge; (3) 
discuss/evaluate the 
issue in relation to 
society.  Main message: 
RTQ; keep it relevant.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students plan a response 
using table. 
 

 
 
 
Ask individual students to 
state and justify their 
position.  Use this to 
gauge starting point for 
essay writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students write response 
(25 minutes).  Written 
feedback on response. 

 

 


