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Topic Preparation Presentation of new 
knowledge 

Deepening 
understanding 

Applying knowledge Assessment Home learning 

9. Jury decisions and 
defendant 
characteristics. 

Preparation: Reading: 
Brain (2016) - pp.290-
304. Make a set of 
Cornell notes about the 
effect the characteristics 
of the defendant have on 
jury decisions. 

BIG question - do juries 
make fair decisions? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Analysis and application - 
predict 
 
Q: what problems affect 
current studies of jury 
bias? 
 
Design an experiment to 
test for jury bias - and 
overcome problems 
associated with existing 
studies. (Form for design 
to make critique on board 
easier) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peer critique 

 

10. Jury decisions and 
pre-trial publicity. 

Preparation: Reading - 
Brain (2016) pp. 305-
313.  Cornell notes.   

BIG question - do juries 
make fair decisions? 

  
 
 
Content analysis activity - 
newspaper reports of 
criminal proceedings 
(Mail, Guardian) 
 
Write a report to the trial 
judge commenting on the 
risk to a fair trial posed 
by each article.  Support 
your points by referring to 
research into the effects 
of pretrial publicity. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Review and updates 
notes.  Prepare for 
debate on key question.   

 


