Some Revision Strategies

Repetition & Rehearsal

Strategies based arorgpktitionrand rehearsal are often relied upon too heavdgig, but they do have
their place. They are good for leginomgieces of informatidhat have to be reproduced exactly. For
example:

N . . . “A CLOMPOUND (oNTAINS
Definitions of things (e.g. in Science) 100 ol MORE THPES

Short quotations (e.g. in English) 0l HTOM CHEMICHLY
BondEd TIGETHER
Write definitions or quotationgler cardsnd carry them around wi
you. Read through them when you have a spatsumcbrasron a bus
journey. This way you can fit some revismur iet@gyday life.

Write important fact$ost-1t Noteand stick them up
around the house. That way, you'll get continual
reminders.

‘Now 15 THE WINTER OF OUR DISLONTENT
MADE 4LoRIOVS SUMMER €7 IS SON oF otk ...~

Mnemonics

Mnemonics are memory tricks that help you remseenb@mplex informaton. ﬁ

They are especially goockfmlling things in sequender example:

“ManyVeryEnergetid/enJumpSidewaysssingNewPlimsolls” gives yor" e g
the order of the planets in the solar systemy, Merats, Earth, Mars...

There are many ‘stock’ mnemonics that you mighokh¢e.g. “Richard Of Y
Gave Battle In Vain” for the colours of the) taunlyow can make up your ow
very easily. Try to produce a sentence thatena&eand that produces an
interesting or funny picture in your mind.

Lyrics, Raps and Poems

It might sound funny, but creating songs ayuagshe material you need to learn works lt¢atligovee
people. The effort that goes into thinkinggig therds makes for reffigctive learningand the rhymes,
rhythm and tune help yoadallthe information, especially if you use a tknewaxell. This technique works
for all sorts of materials, for example:

Describing sequences of events (e.g. in History)
Summarising the plot of books and plays (ih English
Explaining processes (e.g. in Maths, Sciencegraghye
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Flow charts are an excellent way of gettirsgwdlpripcesses He  MixrVRE |

especially in subjects like Maths or Sciencéhevhere set TJ_____
procedures that must be followed to do cegtairNbironly does % |
drawing up the flowchart increasengmrstandingf the process 5,
but also the finished chart is a useful saufarenation.
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cartoons. This igsexrsatiletechnique that works best for revising

what people did or do, for example:
;R_/‘ Key events in history
EontoR N 1A i RENIFE Process_es _in Sociology
The action in plays or novels

You don’t have to be a good artist — sticlafigtires
Mind Maps

Many students find it very helpful to reviseify ‘dnand maps’. These are diagrams that diftevetheparts
of a topic or idea anddbwenectiondetween them. They work for most subjectpartctataly good for:

Summarising information
Pulling together different parts of a topic
Understanding the overall structure of a subject
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When drawing out a mind map, start with thetnatopiof Write
it in the centre of the page and draw a cictle rdent, write the
names of the subtopics that relate to it, almtedramnnecting
these to the main topic heading. More infeanatmm be linkec
to the subheadings. You can use colour to sepditiezent
subtopics, and add keywords, diagrams and suilnua’+
overcrowd the mind map, this only makeg itadiffiderstand.

+ clacanod

You can find out more on the Internet.
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http://www.mind-map.com/EN/index.html
http://www.mindtools.com/mindmaps.html

Posters

Rather than making notes, some students fingostdasignoneterestingand a better way of learning. This is
another strategy that works for just abouteaty ¥iajr poster can contain keywords, deshdrons
explanations, diagrams, pictures — just abg,anyitt. You can put the posters up amwundmaco you

can look at them whenever you need to.
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Pair and Small Group Strategies

Working with others can be a good way of révisakgs-it more fun,

and you can keep each otintivated However, you might need to work
hard at keeping focused - you can also didtrattezacThings you

could do include:

OK, but when we've finished,
we need to look at coastal
erosion...

Teaching each otherthis is one of the best
learning strategies. Teaching things to other
people really helps goganise and
understandhe information in your own mind. Divide a
topic up between two or three of you. Eackxyjgesos their bit
of the topic, whilst the others make their gvamad atek
guestions. By the time you've all had a ga;onmree the

topic.

Acting and role-playThis is very good for learning more abouatitash, but can help you
understand all sorts of things, like Histayarkpole, each person could take the part oleacorid
during World War Il — Churchill, Stalin, Hitlandtexplain th@int of view and motivésr war to
the others.

General Advice

Use thasubject syllabus or specificatitmplan your revision — there’s no point teargsthat won't
be in the exams

Remember thdifferent techniquework for different people — you’ll need toestpetimdifferent
strategies to find out what works best for you.

Whatever strategy you are using, remembernphesprfrgood revision — watkart burstswith
regular breaks.

Set yoursatfear target$or each revision session — start by planriggwsedyou want to be able to
do by the end of the session. For exampléhedeset” is a bit too vague, whereas “drdwelaand la
diagram of the heart” is better because ielaasaaget.

Test your learningegularly — this is your only guide to whetnartligies you are using are working or
not.
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