
Debates in psychology  The mind-body debate 

Aidan Sammons  psychlotron.org.uk 

The mind-body debate 
 
  
 
 
 
 
V 

“The doctrine 
of ‘the Ghost 

in the 
Machine’ … is 
entirely false, 
and false not 
[just] in detail 

but in 
principle.” 

 
Ryle (1949) 

What I think this means 
is… 

Rene Descartes (a 
dualist) might say… 

Paul Churchland (a 
materialist) might say… 

John Searle (an 
emergentist) might 
say… 

My view is…

So the main thing to learn is… 

And a point that 
shouldn’t be forgotten 
is… 

Ryle might reply…

A question I would ask 
Ryle is… 


