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Serial Position Stimulus Lists 
 
Use these wordlists as stimulus materials for the serial position demonstration.  Read the words clearly and at a steady 
pace (about 1 per second).  Use a pre-arranged signal (e.g. tapping on a desk with a pen) to signal that the list is 
finished.  In condition 2, let the students do the interference task for 30-45 seconds before allowing them to free recall on 
paper.  These lists produce fairly reliable primacy & recency effects. 
 

Condition 1 (no interference task) 
 
Distant 

Stable 

Cabbage 

Mattress 

Uncle 

Minstrel 

Question 

Cottage 

Bargain 

Finger 

Landscape 

Future 

 
Condition 2 (with interference task) 
 
Velvet 

Stomach 

Flower 

Gossip 

Chamber 

Sandal 

Warehouse 

Village 

Carpet 

Favour 

Lawful 
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Started 

 


