
   

Social Psychology: ethical Issues 

 
Psychological 

research frequently 

raises questions of 

ethical acceptability. 

Scientific values 

Ethical problems arise when 

our values as scientists 

conflict with our values as 

members of society.   

Putting Participants 

at increased risk of 

harm. 

 

How? 

why? 

Psychologists study people.  

This raises moral questions 

that don’t occur when you 

study inanimate things.  

Cost-Benefit Analysis 

helps us avoid or minimise 

ethical issues. 

Obtaining knowledge is 

most important.  We must 

ensure that we conduct 

research to maximise 

validity at all times. 

A number of research 

practices raise 

ethical issues. 

Societal values 

Preserving people’s well-

being is most important.  

We must treat people 

properly and respect their 

human rights at all times. 

Not obtaining fully 

informed consent 

from participants. 

Deceiving participants 

about some aspect of 

the study. 

A full understanding of 

people requires us to study 

them under stress etc. 

People who know they are 

being studied may change 

their behaviour. 

Beliefs influence behaviour 

so we must sometimes lie 

to manipulate behaviour. 

We have no right to harm 

them, and they have a right 

not to be harmed. 

People have the right to 

choose whether or not 

they take part. 

Deliberate deception 

violates the basic social 

contract. 

By weighing up the costs 

against the benefits we 

can make judgements 

about whether specific 

studies are justifiable. 
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