SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY: OBEDIENCE TO AND DEFIANCE OF AUTHORITY

(

.

WE OFTEN OBEY

ORDERS, EVEN IF WHAT
WE'RE TOLD TO DO IS
IMMORAL OR WRONG.

~\

SEVERAL FACTORS

INFLUENCE HOW LIKELY

WE ARE TO OBEY.

[ WHETHER WE CAN

\ 4

SEE THE HARM WERE
DOING.

\

WHY?

TWO POSSIBLE

EXPLANATIONS

rTHESE FACTORS N

[ THE STATUS OF THE
AUTHORITY FIGURE.
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[ WHETHER OTHER
PEOPLE AROUND US

v

ARE ALSO OBEYING.

\

[ WHETHER THE
AUTHORITY TAKES
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RESPONSIBILITY.

\

v

INFLUENCE HOW
MUCH
RESPONSIBILITY
WE FEEL, AND
HOW MUCH WE
THINK WE CAN

»
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[ CERTAIN TYPES OF PEOPLE ARE
MORE LIKELY TO OBEY/DISOBEY
(DISPOSITIONAL EXPLANATION).
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ACCORDING TO AUTHORITARIAN
PERSONALITY THEORY OBEDIENT
PEOPLE ARE THE RESULT OF A

N

KSCARF_D OF THEIR PARENTS. )

HARSH AND PUNITIVE UPBRINGING.
THEY OBEY BECAUSE,
UNCONSCIOUSLY, THEY ARE

[ WE OBEY BECAUSE OF THE
SITUATION WE ARE IN

v

PASS ONTO THE
PERSON GIVING

\ 4
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(SITUATIONAL EXPLANATION).
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ACCORDING TO AGENCY THEORY

~

SO AND WILL TAKE

ANYONE WILL OBEY IF THEY
BELIEVE THAT THE PERSON GIVING
THE ORDERS IS QUALIFIED TO DO
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THE ORDERS. RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
\_ Y, CONSEQUENCES OF DOING SO.
\_ v,
(DEFIANCE IS MORE ) ( PEOPLE DEFY ) fPEOPLE WHOSE
LIKELY WHEN WE AUTHORITY UPBRINGING
ARE PROMPTED TO INSTILS HIGH
TAKE RESPON- < FOR THE SAME »| LEVELS OF
g?&:\{ysﬁggoi@rve REASONS EMPATHY AND A
SENSE OF JUSTICE
TO DO SO. THEY OBEY IT. ARE LESS LIKELY
9 D \ y kTO OBEY.
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