
Cognitive psychology  perceptual processes 

Lesson sequence: 

Timing: Content: 

0-10 Orientation.  Conversation between JJ and Richard.  Who do you agree with more?  

Why?  Allow discussion, then take suggestions from named students.  Introduce session 

aims. 

10-15 Presentation: Gibson and Gregory.  Question: what is a theory?  Allow discussion and 

then pursue with students.  Explain role of theory in science, drawing attention to 
common misconceptions (e.g. theory=tentative).   

15-30 Presentation.  Gibson’s theory of direct perception.  Question: what are the affordances 
of the object?  Take suggestions.  Clarify role of perceptual information in affordances.  

Presentation: Gregory’s constructivist theory of perception.  Question: how do you know 
the properties of the object?  Take suggestions; clarify role of expectations and 
experiences in perception.   

30-50 Activity: comparing and contrasting things.  Explain Venn diagram technique.  Then 
students use large Venn diagrams and manipulable concept cards to compare and 
contrast the two theories.  Coach during.  Scaffold the construction of sentences about 
similarities and differences.  Group feedback.   

50-60 Homework: essay question comparison and contrast between theories of perception.  
Outline task and good strategy.   

Resources: 

Perception 9 slides 
Venn diagrams and concept cards 

 

Topic & specification ref: Perception 9 – Theories of perception 

 

Lesson aim: to promote understandin of the role of theory in psychology by examining two theories of 

visual perception 

Material to be learned:  

Concepts Facts Skills Metacognitive 

Data driven 
Concept driven 

Two theories of perception Comparison and contrast Explanation of useful 
process to scaffold 
comparison and contrast 

Assessment strategies Details as appropriate 

Question and answer Throughout.  Assertive.  AfL.  Scaffolding. 

Self assessment  

Peer assessment  

Individual learner review  

Group presentation  

Observation of skill  

Assignment/homework Essay question 

Summative test  

Teaching and learning techniques (tick as applicable): 

Whole class teaching � Presentations  

Coaching and instruction  Discussion � 

Working in small groups � Practical exercises � 

Individual project work  Practical demonstrations  

Role-playing exercises  Copying notes � 

Case study  Comprehension questions  

Inclusion: 

SEN  

G&T  

Other  

Health & safety: see departmental risk assessment 


