Topic & specification ref: 3.2.4 Perceptual processes Lesson 6 perceptual organisation: constancies

and gestalt principles

Lesson aim: Invite students to consider that perceiving the world involves active sense making, not
passive reception of information

Material to be learned:

Concepts

Facts

Skills/habits

Metacognitive

Size constancy
Shape constancy
Gestalt

Definitions of constancy,
pragnanz, proximity,
similarity, closure,

Analysis of everyday
experiences in
psychological terms.

Reflection on significance
of psychological concepts
in light of own experiences.

continuity Noticing.

Assessment strategies

Details as appropriate

Question and answer

Throughout. Assertive. AfL. Scaffolding.

Self assessment

Peer assessment

Individual learner review

Group presentation

Observation of skill

Assighment/homework

Analysis of paintings by Dali

Summative test

Teaching and learning techniques (tick as applicable):
v

Whole class teaching Presentations

Coaching and instruction Discussion v

Working in small groups v Practical exercises v
Practical demonstrations v

Individual project work

Role-playing exercises

Copying notes

Case study

Comprehension questions

Inclusion:

SEN

G&T

Other

Health & safety: see departmental risk assessment

Lesson sequence:

Timing:

Content:

0-5

Orientation: what do you see? Discuss students perception of ‘spinning disk’ stimulus.
Show Braque painting. What do you see? Discuss. Introduce session aims.

5-15

Presentation: perceptual organisation. Activity: sketch the object in front of you from
three different viewpoints. Compare sketches. How do they differ? Draw attention to
how the way objects appear to us changes radically depending on distance and position,
but we experience them as the same object. Presentation: size and shape constancies.

15-30

Activity: picture of street scene. How many different constancies can you identify? Allow
minute to list, take examples. lllustrate some using slides. Question: why did cubists
paint like this? Take suggestions. Explain how they too knew that the reality of an object
was different from its appearance.

30-35

Question: what’s this? Repeat with second stimulus. Point out that the components of
each image are the same, but that the relationship between them gives different
perceptual experiences.

35-55

Presentation: gestalt principles. Navon stimulus. Activity: Students look at range of
gestalt stimuli and notice how they tend to organise them. Show stimuli on board and get
students’ impressions of them. Clarify and introduce correct terminology. Presentation:
law of pragnanz.

55-60

Show Dali images. Homework: analyse Dali paintings on VLE in terms of his use of
MDCs, constancies, gestalt principles.

Resources:

Cognitive 6 slides
Gestalt stimuli handout
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