King Edward VI Handsworth School		Psychology Department
	Topic & specification ref: PSYB1 Bio-Psychology; Approaches to Psychology


	Lesson aim: develop understanding of biopsychological research methods by examining the heritability of a variety of traits.

	Material to be learned: 

	Concepts
	Facts
	Skills & Habits
	Metacognitive

	Heritability
Genotype
Phenotype
	Methods for conducting (1) family history study (2) adoption study (3) twin study.
	Interpretaion of genetic data
Critical evaluation of research studies
Presenting without reading & without props
	Methods for learning specific information quickly (e.g. visualisation).

	Assessment strategies
	Details as appropriate

	Question and answer
	Throughout.  Assertive.  AfL

	Self assessment
	Use of presentation criteria in preparation.

	Peer assessment
	

	Individual learner review
	

	Group presentation
	Three topics.

	Observation of skill
	

	Assignment/homework
	Mini essay

	Summative test
	

	Teaching and learning techniques (tick as applicable):

	Whole class teaching
	
	Presentations
	

	Coaching and instruction
	
	Discussion
	

	Working in small groups
	
	Practical exercises
	

	Individual project work
	
	Practical demonstrations
	

	Role-playing exercises
	
	Comprehension questions
	

	Peer teaching
	
	Thought questions
	

	Inclusion:

	SEN
	

	G&T
	

	Other
	

	Health & safety: see departmental risk assessment


	Lesson sequence:

	Important (but remain reasonable!)
· Have you planned for the development of learning habits?
· Have you planned for reflection on what was learned?
· Have you planned for reflection on how it was learned?
· Have you planned for reflection on how they have been as learners?

	Timing:
	Content:

	0-15
	Orientation question: what are genes?  What do they do?  Allow short discussion, nominate to answer.  Give definitions.  Analysis example: Alan and John.  Allow 1 min in small groups then nominate individuals.  Give definitions; highlight frequency of exam Qs on these.  Introduce session aims.  

	15-20
	Question: what’s wrong with most student presentations?  List usual faults.  Give assessment criteria.

	15-35

	Activity.  Divide students into 3 groups.  Each has 25mins to prepare a 3 min presentation on genetic influence over 1 trait/behaviour.  Level of difficulty: no notes, props or slides.  Point out this focuses them on what’s important: understanding, learning and delivery.  During preparation of presentation, coach groups/individuals on interpretation of data and strategies for acquisition (n.b. meaning not rehearsal, elaborative processing, visualisation, frequent testing).  Reinforce messages about what works when we learn (use slide from other sessions).  

	35-50
	3 presentations: use board timer, assess each quickly.

	50-60
	Set homework mini-essay.  Reflection: what have you learned today about giving presentations?  Everyone write at least one thing (alone).  

	Resources:

Bio 8 slides
Handouts on genetic research methods
Data on criminality, schizophrenia, personality




