King Edward VI Handsworth School		Psychology Department
	Topic & specification ref: PSYB1 Bio-Psychology; Approaches to Psychology.  Lesson 1.


	Lesson aim: Introduce biopsychology through consideration of the roles played by different divisions of the nervous system.

	Material to be learned: 

	Concepts
	Facts
	Skills & Habits
	Metacognitive

	Nervous system
Central vs. Peripheral NS
Sensory, motor and processing functions
	Hierarchical organisation of NS
Main functions of different divisions
	Application and analysis – interaction between systems in context
	Use of VTR - 

	Assessment strategies
	Details as appropriate

	Question and answer
	Throughout.  Assertive.  AfL.  Scaffolding.

	Self assessment
	Cards task

	Peer assessment
	Cards task

	Individual learner review
	

	Group presentation
	

	Observation of skill
	Analysis task.

	Assignment/homework
	Extended analysis task.

	Summative test
	Next in-class assessment will contain related material.

	Teaching and learning techniques (tick as applicable):

	Whole class teaching
	
	Presentations
	

	Coaching and instruction
	
	Discussion
	

	Working in small groups
	
	Practical exercises
	

	Individual project work
	
	Practical demonstrations
	

	Role-playing exercises
	
	Comprehension questions
	

	Peer teaching
	
	Thought questions
	

	Inclusion:

	SEN
	

	G&T
	

	Other
	

	Health & safety: see departmental risk assessment


	Lesson sequence:

	Important (but remain reasonable!)
· Have you planned for the development of learning habits?
· Have you planned for reflection on what was learned?
· Have you planned for reflection on how it was learned?
· Have you planned for reflection on how they have been as learners?

	Timing:
	Content:

	0-5
	Presentation: breakdown of PSYB1 topics; strands to be covered by different teachers.

	5-10
	Orientation.  Question: what do biopsychologists believe?  Allow brief discussion then nominate.  Be alert to probability that answers will be couched in terms of atypical behaviour; point out if an issue.  Introduce session aims.

	10-15
	Presentation: the nervous system.  Explain that this consist of all the neural structures of the body, not just the brain.  Explain that the NS is organised into different structures, each with its own function.  Clarify, through questioning, what ‘hierarchical’ means, then use blank tree diagram to illustrate.

	15-35
	Activity.  Groups of 3 (4?).  Cards contain explanation of the different NS divisions and the relationships between them.  Students must arrive at a shared understanding.  Rules: all may talk; no-one may write anything down.  Allow 3 minutes then:  Everyone stop.  Put cards face down.  Individually, sketch a tree diagram of the NS.  Allow 2 mins.  Compare with other group members and discuss differences.  Return to cards.  Repeat once more.  Establish whether agreement reached.  Check for accuracy.  Repeat if necessary.

	35-40
	Presentation: structure of the NS.  Use slides to highlight key functions (external, internal, IP).  

	40-50
	Activity: students analyse ‘tigger’ scenario, using example analysis as a model to follow.  Ask direct questions of individuals to eludicate understanding.  Where relevant, point out complexity of interactions & degree of integration between divisions.  Homework.  Analyse ‘Dave’ scenario in writing.

	50-60
	Reflection with VTR.  Students write down 3 key words, 2 important questions, 1 metaphor.  Explore ideas.  Close.

	Resources:
Bio 1 slides
NS division cards
NS division scenarios



